Of Mare and Moon (23)
[The next morning in Ponyville…]
	“Boy howdy, I feel better than a pot of golden apples,” said Applejack waking up.
	“You know, Applejack, some of us are still tired from last night so could you be a dear and keep it down?” reminded Rarity.
	“Sorry, Rarity,” said Applejack. *Rarity falls back asleep* [A half-hour later…]
	“Sleep does wonders for the eyes, as long as we get it,” said Rarity.
	“Where are the snakes?” asked Twilight waking up.
	“Looks like they left,” answered  Applejack. 
	“That doesn’t make any sense, we didn’t do anything that would cause that,” said Twilight.
	“Maybe they’re like owls and only come out at night,” said Patch.
	“I guess that could be,” pondered Twilight.
	“Well I for one am glad they’re gone, they were hideous,” said Rarity.
	“I wasn’t exactly a fan of them myself,” said Twilight. [In her lair…]
	“You little foals, they haven’t gone away at all. They’re born from me so if I’m a sleep, they return to me at once but now that I’m awake again, they can come and terrorize you once more,” said Nightmare Moon. [Back in Ponyville…] *The plasma snakes appear*
	“They’re back,” said Twilight quivering in fear again.
	“Well there goes your theory, Patch,” said Melody.
	“This ain’t gonna be good for Twilight,” said Applejack.
	“Concentrate, Twilight, don’t think of the snakes, think of things you enjoy,” coerced Bright Eyes.
	“Think of your friends,” added Starlight.
	“My friends?” questioned Twilight somewhat snapping out of her fear. 
	“Yes, the ones who look out and care about you,” said Fluttershy.
	“Don’t let them distract you. They are not telling the truth,” said [Zecora].
	“What the hay are you talkin’ about, Zecora and how’d ya get here so fast?” asked Applejack.
	“That is something I will not say. For ruing her plans you all must pay,” replied [Zecora].
	“Wait a minute, I don’t think that’s our Zecora,” said Bon Bon.
	“Of course it is, she’s standing right there,” said Melody.
	“She means Zecora isn’t being herself,” explained Bright Eyes.
	“From my travels, I present a gift. It is something you’ll all enjoy if you get my drift,” said [Zecora].
	“I sure hope it’ll make these snakes go away,” said Twilight rushing over. 
	“It’ll do more than that. It’s in this sack,” said [Zecora].
	“Hold your hooves there, Twilight, I think Zecora here has gone out of her zebra mind,” said Applejack.
	“You misunderstand, I’m doing fine. Once you take this, you’ll all be mine,” thought [Zecora].
	“I do not want to be afraid of snakes, Applejack so I have to see what Zecora has for me,” said Twilight.
	“Allow me to hand over a special dish. You can have as much as you wish,” said [Zecora].
	“We ain’t hungry, Zecora,” protested Applejack. *Their stomachs growl*
	“So I can tell you are hungry. It is my latest soup in case you are wondering,” noted [Zecora] [In her lair again…]
	“So I see Zecora is doing well thus far and has convinced my greatest enemy that her fear of snakes will be gone. What she’s really getting is a potion of the Poison Joke, one that’s a bit more powerful than her last encounter,” said Nightmare Moon.
	“Once her magic is completely neutralized, they’ll have no chance at stopping us,” agreed Painbow Lash.
	“We’re only moments away from succeeding with our plan,” grinned Carnage.
	“How are they skinny again?” questioned Scar Sting.
	“That doesn’t matter anymore once Twilight becomes ours,” replied Nightmare Moon. [In Ponyville again…]
	“Thank you so much, Zecora,” said Twilight taking the sack. 
	“You are most welcome. It comes from Belgium. Now if you’ll excuse me I must go. It was fun while I was here, though,” replied [Zecora].
	“Whoa there, Zecora, y’all need to answer a few questions here. Just what they hay is goin’ on with you? and are you workin’ for Nightmare Moon?
	“Whether I do or not, you can’t stop her. Try and her greatest wrath will occur,” answered [Zecora].
To be continued…
