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A narrative through the eyes of Shadow the Hedgehog

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Amy got off and helped me back up.

"Oh Shadow! You're wearing your new clothes!" Amy smiled as she looked at me.

"Oh wow, didn't even realize that. You look pretty sexy in that Shadow" Blaze said with a smirk.

Marine and Cream blushed at me as they also saw how I looked.

I blushed a bit too and said, "Um.... Thanks? I just thought it would be nice to wear it since you spent so much time picking them out for me. How is it?"

"You look absolutely wonderful Shadow.... Not to say that you looked like crap before. You still looked great.... But honestly, this is a definite improvement on something that was already incredible...." Amy said as she hugged me.

Something that was already incredible..... My.... Heart skipped a beat when she said that.

"You... Think I'm incredible?" I said as I blushed a bit.

"Of course Shadow! What else would I think about you?" Amy said as she looked up at me.

"Well, you could think what everyone else thinks and see me as a horrible monster, a ticking time bomb, nothing but trouble, or a government sanctioned serial killer. Your pick really..." I said bluntly.

Amy giggled at my statement and said, "Well, those people don't know you like I do."

"But, you barely know me at all...."

"Well... I could get to know you better." Amy said with a sly smile...

"Heh, in more ways than one I'm assuming?" Blaze bursted out with a smirk.

"Blaze!" Amy shouted as she looked at her. She stopped as she realized that she, Cream and Marine were all staring at us with blush flooding their faces... And that's when Amy's face flashed bright red as she realized that they had been there the whole time while she was having her.... Moment with me... As they say.

"Um...." I said, having absolutely no idea what to do about this....

Amy just shouted out at the girls, "STOP STARING AT US AND FINISH YOUR BREAKFAST!!!"

Cream and Marine jolted a bit and went back to their meals and Blaze just laughed...

Amy groaned in annoyance and looked back at me and she just giggled, "Oh Shadow, you're just as red as everyone else ^ ^ "

"Wait, what?" I said, a little confused...

"You're blushing again!" she giggled again.

"U-uh yea.... You are kinda, hugging me tightly...." I said, looking down....

"Oh right!" Amy said as she let go and lead me to the table, "I also made breakfast for you!"

"T-thanks" I said as I sat down.

Amy went back to the stove and served me some of the food she made... It smelled nice..

"It smells very nice..." I said quietly. I looked across the table and the other girls were just grinning at me. I darted them a death stare and they went back to their business.

Amy sat down next to me and smiled at me... I looked back at her...

"Why are you smiling?" I said, looking at her...

"I'm just... Glad you're here is all! ^ ^; " she said as she held my hand..

Soft

Dammit, it's happening again... My... Heart is racing.

My ear twitched as I heard the other girls giggling. I darted a glare at them and they shut up, but Blaze was still smiling at us.

I began to eat breakfast. It was quite nice. I don't eat good food too often.

Amy smiled and ate with me and asked, "How is it?"

"It's very nice... I don't get to enjoy good food too often."

Amy blushed as said, "T-thanks Shadow, I'm glad you like it."

"Um. Why are you holding my hand?" I said, looking down.

"Oh! Sorry! I didn't even realize! ^ ^; " She said as she let go and went back to eating, I saw that her cheeks still held a bit of blush...

"No need to apologize." I said.

Then Amy paused and looked back and my hand, lifted it up and asked, "Oh, I was wondering.... Didn't you only have one power ring on each or your gauntlets? Why are there two now?"

"Oh.... I completely forgot. I have been training for the past 9.5 years, so naturally I got stronger. The main reason I wear the power rings is to restrict the flow of my internal energy. Back then even with my internal energy, I still required a Chaos Emerald to activate all of my Chaos abilities. Now, I no longer need them. I even created my own Chaos Energy based attacks and have unlocked abilities that nobody even knew were possible. I have reached a very high peak in my potential, which actually requires me to restrict my power even more. 8 rings. 4 levels of restriction. That's 2 rings per level. Its mainly for the safety of others really.... Even with all 8 of these on I still have immeasurable strength and speed. I have been able to lift 50 times more than that echidna and I am now forever faster then that hedgehog. I can eradicate and level buildings with the snap of a finger and fell foes in an instant.... Even when my power has 4 times the limiters, it's still quite unfair for my enemies. If I only had on 6 rings, well... Let's just say that I would break a lot of stuff just my touching or grabbing them normally.. The only time I would ever need to remove my second level of restriction would be enemies that would normally be impossible for full fledged armies to even harm. That's when things get nasty.... Why I only have 4 rings, my foot steps alone feel like small earthquakes.... A simple glance at an opponent would knock them out. One physical hit would be equivalent to receiving an impact of a meteor. And if I used my Chaos Spear.... I could take out a mega city with just one bolt. I am quite dangerous without my restriction..... So in a way, I'm cursed to wear these for a long time...."

I looked up and Amy and the other girls were just staring at me in awe.

"In all honesty, you girls have nothing to worry about. I am in full control and I alone have the ability to remove my rings. None of you are in danger...."

Amy smiled a bit awkwardly and said, "It's okay Shadow... At least we know that now. But a simple explanation would have been nice ^ ^; "

"I wish things were simple....."

"Heh.... Don't we all." Blaze scoffed as she finished...

I sighed as I continued eating, "But thankfully I normally don't have to pull off my rings. I've only done it a few times.... I still remember the last time.... When I went up against Mephiles and his clones...."

Blaze stopped and said, "Please.... Never say that name again. I know that he no longer exists, but still. I prefer to forget him....."

"Sorry.... I know. I just hope we don't run into anybody as powerful as him. But that was a long time ago. Now, I'm unstoppable...."

"Yea... Let's hope so." Blaze said...

"By the way, I haven't seen Silver in a while, where is he?"

"Heh, he has been training for a while now. In fact, he was inspired by you Shadow. He saw how strong you got and he himself wanted to improve his own skills. So he found some psychics and psychokinetics like himself and began improving all his skills. He's been doing it for a few years now, going away for a few months, then coming back for a break, then going back. Coincidentally, he's coming back today.... Oh how I miss him...." Blaze said dreamily...

"Well, its good to know he found others like him, at least he has that. There is nobody else like me..............." I paused for a bit.

"I'm all alone...." I said as I looked down at my open hands.... All these years.  There has never been another like me..... Which is honestly a good thing.

Then I saw Amy's hand in mine.

Soft

I looked up at her and she was just smiling weakly at me, as if she understood my loneliness.

"You aren't alone Shadow.... Sure, you may be the only one of your kind, but that doesn't mean you're alone. You got us! ^ ^ " She said as her smile brightened.

Then Cream jumped up, walked to my side, and held my other hand and said, "Yea Shadow, honestly.... Sure, you may have the blood of the Black Arms, and sure you were made to be a weapon. But that didn't stop you from saving the world and millions of people! It honestly shouldn't matter if you're the only one. What matters is what you do with your life!"

I gently held their hands back and said, "Thank you....."

Both Amy and Cream giggled as I held their hands, I must have been blushing again. Damn..... How do they have this effect on me? I barely even know them, and yet they treat me as a close friend. What is with these girls? Why are they so kind to me? Nobody is this kind to me. Ever.......

We sat in silence for a while.

"Heh, getting kinda sappy there, eh Shadow?" Blaze said as she smiled at us, "I mean look at you, back then everyone wanted to avoid you, and now? You're getting girls all hot and bothered for you."

"BLAZE!!!" Both Amy and Cream shouted out.

Both Blaze and Marine laughed a bit at them.

"How very awkward..." I said quietly.

"Ugh Blaze, I swear!!!" Amy said.

"Anyway, we should clean up these dishes..." I said bluntly.

Blaze got up and grabbed all the plates and said, "I'll take care of it, you three go on and keep having your moment ^ ^ "

Amy growled at Blaze as she giggled all the way to the sink.

"Well, what do you usually do after breakfast?"

"Well, Cream and I have to go to school, which is dumb..." Marine groaned.

"I'm gonna meet up with Silver today and go out to our special area..." Blaze smiled, "That place is always very nice..."

"And I'm off of work today. So, if you aren't busy Shadow....." Amy said, blushing a bit.

"If I'm not busy? What are you implying?" I said, looking at her.

"Well, maybe we could spend some more time together? ^ ^ "

"You mean like a date?" Cream blurted out.

"Date? What do you mean by date? Don't you know what today is?" I said.

Then, all the girls stopped and looked at me as if I was a complete idiot.

I looked back at them and asked, "What?"

"Shadow, are you aware what a date is?" Blaze said.

".............. I have a feeling that you girls have a different meaning assigned to the word 'date'......"

"Do you have an idea of what else it could mean?" Amy asked, blushing a bit.

"Judging by the way you all looked at me, I can assume that its something that is used quite often amongst your group? That or I have a serious lack of understanding of 'modern' terminology......"

Amy began to say, "Yea, well, a date is-"

"Where you put aside time to be with somebody you really like or love and has a tendency to be very intimate in its own special way" Cream blurted out.

I blushed immediately and looked at Amy, "You.... Want to go on a date with me?"

Amy's ears shot up and her blush intensified as she shouted, "N-no! I-I mean, today we aren't going on a date! Oh God.... What I meant to say was... I would be nice to spend some more time with you so we can get to know each other better.... You really seemed to enjoy our previous encounters and you are a very interesting guy Shadow...."

I stopped for a bit.

"You..... Think I'm interesting?"

"Of course! I learn more and more about you and I think it is incredible that you can do these things and your past experiences are quite intense. Plus, you seem to benefit when you talk about yourself... You seem to bottle up your emotions and I can only assume that you don't have a therapist, so this is really the next best thing!"

She was right. I have felt a great weight lifted off me whenever I talk to her. Maybe this is something I could do on a regular basis....
