Oberon: A Letter to Home

by Dennis M. Falk

28 February 2011

What follows is a letter written some 200 years from now by a college student considering staying on the colony planet of Oberon, some 22 light-years away (itself celebrating 100 years of colonisation) after he graduates.

Dear Mom & Dad,


Sure glad that mail now goes through subspace, instead of taking 22 years of 44 years, or even 440 years, to get to you!


Anyway, I have settled into my apartment on one of Oberon City's beachside islands. As you know, Oberon City was founded on a delta, and the city of 250,000 is built on some two dozen islands. Oberon University, along with the city's other university & college campuses are all located on one island on the north side of the city. I live just west of the City Center, with one island between my home island and there. I can easily see downtown reflecting in the sunlight.


Oberon City, as you know, is the capital and first city of Oberon, one of our first colony planets, and they're now celebrating one Earth-standard century of colonisation. It is the largest city here, as there are only 16 cities on the entire planet with 25,000 people or more, with a total planetwide population of 10 million.


There is no day or night here, since Oberon is tidally-locked with its parent star, a red dwarf, but local time here is measured in 100 10-hour "days", although the planet's year is only 67 Earth days long. It is always sunset here, with a nice orange sun. It rarely gets cold here, as it always varies between 20-30°C, but sometimes it rains here-- There is this permanent hurricane near the middle of the sun-facing side that sometimes sends fierce storms towards the more populated regions, like on the Terminus between "day" and "night", where I live. Because of the weather, that's how Oberon got its name, from a character in Shakespeare who caused fierce storms when he got angry with his wife.


It's a lot of fun here, with many things to do! I thought it would be boring going to a university on a colony planet with a sparse population, but it isn't. I have been enjoying camping and hiking when it isn't class time, and sometimes, my classes take me to great places, like the lands under the great storm. I thought it would always be raining there, but it isn't, but it's also very hot and humid. While there, I got to see ancient ruins of old cities built by the civilisation that used to be here, but died out some 60,000 years ago. There are archeological sites all over the planet, even on the cold nightside. I'm sure enjoying myself!


I did get to meet a girl at a local diner who is also going to Oberon University, but she is a local, unlike me, and she is very sweet. She is also studying archeology, but mostly in studying the ancient books and the language they were written in. The creatures that used to live here sure did have a beautiful writing system!


I'm thinking of staying here and making a life for myself after University, and maybe settle down here. I hope you two, as well as the girls, can come and spend a couple weeks' vacation here- You would have fun, too, and maybe have a second marriage, here-- The permanent sunset here is beautiful!

I'll be writing again soon!

Your son.
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